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Different Approaches Commemorating Black History Month
At Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport, Black History Month was celebrated through the recognition
of Black Americans’ contributions to various career fields, such as Dental Assisting, Animal Science, Pharmacy
Technician, and TV Production. 

In the Dental Assisting program, the rich history of the field was discussed as student teams gathered
information on numerous professionals. They learned, for instance, that black Americans were not accepted
as students in dental schools until 1867.

In Nurse Assisting, teacher Gina Martin explained to her students, “It’s important to learn about all cultures.
Working in the medical field means you need to understand various intellects because they are some of
the people you will be meeting and assisting.”

Among the students who worked on the Black History collages was Andreina Villanueva, an Islip UFSD
junior who plans to become a pediatrician. She commented, “I love the medical profession, 

I love my class at BTC, and I learned a lot doing the research on this project.”

According to Principal Janet Kiley, “Black history facts were announced every day on the
PA system and giveaways were distributed to staff and students that included pins,

bookmarks and fact cards.” Additionally, black American guest speakers visited the
Cosmetology and Photography classes.
Dental Assisting teacher Carol Donohue and two of her
students are joined by Principal Janet Kiley. Featured on the
bulletin board is Ida Gray Rollins, DDS, the first black woman
to graduate (1890) from the University of Michigan and the
first black woman practitioner in Chicago.
In Nurse Assisting, students created a retrospective on
people of color, including Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and Oprah Winfrey. Collages were created and placed along
glass windows in BTC for all to peruse.

Eastern Suffolk BOCES is pleased to
announce that students from two 
career and technical education locations -
Riverhead and Oakdale - placed second,
third, and fourth in the Greater New York
Automobile Dealers Association (GNYADA)
Regional Competition. Third place winners
in teacher Mike O'Hara's Automotive
Technology class at the H.B. Ward
Technical and Academic Center (WTAC) in
Riverhead, were Christopher Singh,
Longwood CSD, and Adam Horton,
Hampton Bays UFSD. Fourth place winners
also from Mr. O'Hara's class at WTAC were
Joseph Constantin-Guild and Billy Kraebel,
both from the Mattituck-Cutchogue UFSD.

Greater New York Automobile Dealers
Association Regional Competition Winners

Joseph Viola and Mark Falese, both from the 
West Islip UFSD, and teacher Stephen Celeste
display their second place trophies at the 
GNYADA competition.
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H.B. Ward Technical and Academic Center (WTAC)
in Riverhead hosted a “District Contact Meeting” to
help bring area school representatives up-to-speed
on programs and services offered through Eastern
Suffolk BOCES. Guidance counselors and
administrators learned about new programs,
internships, and other opportunities for their students
and were given up-to-date information on health
careers, enrollment trends, and testing. 

“It’s a great way to get caught up quickly on what’s
happening in the ESBOCES programs,” noted

Riverhead CSD
Guidance Director
Charles Gassar. “I’ll
take the information
I received today
and share it with my staff members.”
Jennifer Conti from Sachem H.S. North
added, “I really enjoy the student
presentations. It’s great to hear their
success stories.”

In addition to the program updates and 
an outstanding breakfast made and served 

Putting practice into action is what Matthew H., a
senior from the Brentwood UFSD, is doing as he
participates in an internship at Quiznos in Bohemia.
Matthew is enrolled in the Supermarket and
Warehouse Occupations program at the Islip Career
Center (ICC) in Oakdale.

Ken Abel, the Supermarket and Warehouse
Occupations teacher, arranged for Matthew to conduct
the internship with Deborah and Donald Horne, the
franchise owners of Quiznos.

Learning in the Classroom
and on the Job

District Contact Meeting

Matthew H., Brentwood UFSD, with teacher Ken Abel
and Quiznos owner Deborah Horne.

Riverhead CSD senior Elizabeth
Applebee, a student in the Early
Childhood Education program at  WTAC,
speaks about her coursework there.

“Matthew is gaining real-life experience and learning how
the classroom curriculum relates to on-the-job
experience,” said Mr. Abel. He is getting invaluable
lessons in food preparation, taking inventory, preparing
a restaurant for a day of business, and interacting with
the public and fellow workers.

Additionally, students enrolled in the Supermarket and
Warehouse Occupations program now have the
opportunity to become OSHA (Occupational Safety and
Health Administration) certified forklift operators,
something that Matthew is working toward. “My students
are learning a great skill that helps them become more
marketable as they seek employment,” said Mr. Abel.

by WTAC students, those in
attendance also had the
opportunity to have students
check their temperature, blood
pressure, glucose, and cholesterol
levels. Students also shared with
the audience their experiences at
WTAC and the difference it made
in their education.

“Educational Services that
Transform Lives” is more than
an ESBOCES slogan - it’s an
experience given voice by Beth
Applebee, a senior from the
Riverhead CSD, who wants to
be an elementary school
teacher. Beth, one of the student
presenters, shared, “This is my

second year in the Early Childhood Education program at WTAC. I really
appreciate the educational opportunities and field experience that are part
of the program here. The experiences I have had and the training I have
received have made an incredible difference in my career and college
opportunities. I will be attending Kings College in Pennsylvania next year
and am happy to say that I received an $11,000/year scholarship due in
large part to my courses and experience at WTAC.”

Guidance Counselor Brandi Hopkins, Greenport UFSD, has her blood pressure
taken by Nurse Assisting students Alexandra Hanna, East Hampton UFSD;
Ayeshah Pence, Riverhead CSD; Andrea Barros, East Hampton UFSD; Tonilin
Ruisi, Riverhead CSD; and Joanna Vourlides, Greenport UFSD. Also at the
table are Guidance Counselors Christina DeNapoli and Charles Graziano,
South Country CSD, and ESBOCES Guidance Counselor Jennifer MacDevitt.

There is an emphasis on “academics” at the Outreach
House Academic Center in Brentwood, an adolescent,
residential, long-term treatment facility. The self-help
model programs challenge and equip the students with
tools to assist them to ultimately live a drug-free lifestyle,
while ESBOCES teachers provide on-site schooling.

Tracy Marcus, an educator from Cornell Cooperative
Extension (CCE) of Suffolk County, secured through the Arts-
in-Education program, brought snakes, turtles, a sea otter
fur, and lizards to Outreach, providing a unique marine educational experience.
Special Education teacher, Dan Bachety said, “The Cornell Cooperative Extension
presentation today, “Marine Reptiles and Land Buddies,” directly correlates to the
Living Environment section of the New York State Science curriculum. Students
are engaged in a full six-hour academic day here. Many of the students here are
working toward attaining advanced regents diplomas.”

Mr. Bachety said, “At
the end of the year,
through the Arts-in-
Education program,
select students, who have attained an “All-Star” status, are permitted to go on a
fishing trip to Cedar Beach Museum. We use a behavior point-system and it’s
something they aspire to, a reward they can look forward to.”

Matthew R., East Islip UFSD; CCE educator Traci; Outreach
House Director Lesley Puryear Boeke; Chase W., Sag Harbor
UFSD; ESBOCES teacher, Dan Bachety; James B., Shoreham-
Wading River CSD, and Rebecca V., Island Trees UFSD, buddy
up with the array of marine animals.

Billy S., Miller Place UFSD, and Bobby C.,
Middle Country CSD, pet a bearded dragon.

Reptiles Buddy Up to Students



Students Enjoy Friendly Visit During Employability Month
Not that Friendly’s signature lunch specials or
ice cream creations weren’t attractive enough,
ESBOCES students had the opportunity to
experience the Friendly’s work environment
during February’s “Employability Month.” As
part of the month-long career-awareness
program offered at the Islip Career Center
(ICC), Chef Michael Frankson’s Intro to
Culinary morning and afternoon classes went
on a tour of the Friendly’s Restaurant, located
on Main Street in Sayville, to learn about food
preparation from the experts.

Welcomed by Friendly’s Manager Bridget Alfano, the students and
ESBOCES staff enjoyed some genuine (and delicious!) hospitality, as well
as employment advice. While Friendly’s, true to its name, has always been
accommodating in hiring ESBOCES students, Ms. Alfano expressed her
“thanks” for the successful ongoing relationship that has resulted in job
placement for ESBOCES students.

Although the Intro to Culinary morning and afternoon
classes spend half the academic year learning baking
and the other half cooking, prior to their Friendly’s tour,
Chef Frankson had prepared his classes for the job hunt.
Exploring the variety of employment opportunities in the
culinary field, his students were required to create
resumes, cover letters, thank you letters, and references.
They held mock interviews in the classroom which
allowed the students to interchange the role-playing as
employer and prospective employee.

Among the students who participated in the Friendly’s
tour during Employability Month, was Tim B. of Three Village CSD, who
expressed his enthusiasm for the culinary program. “I like going to this very,
very good program. The teachers are great and the class is phenomenal.”
Although Tim was uncertain about going permanently into the culinary field,
he admitted he felt capable of working in the food service industry. Cindy M.,
Sachem CSD, said, “It’s a great program, I love it that we cook lots of food
and make donations to families in need.”
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The Leaders of Tomorrow
Developing leadership skills, fostering responsible citizenship,
and gaining an understanding of the New York State legislative
process, are just a few of the goals of the Puerto Rican/
Hispanic Youth Leadership Institute (PR/HYLI).

Approximately 40 Suffolk County 11th and 12th graders of
Puerto Rican or Hispanic heritage are participating in this year’s
Angelo Del Toro PR/HYLI Conference. The purpose is to
empower students and help equip them for the future.  Student
representatives were sent from the following Eastern Suffolk
BOCES component school districts: Longwood CSD, East
Hampton UFSD, Southampton UFSD, Patchogue-Medford UFSD, Brentwood
UFSD, Central Islip UFSD, Riverhead CSD, and Hampton Bays UFSD.

Students participate in a total of three training days prior to the three-day
Albany conference in April. They research a bill currently up for consideration
in the State Legislature, contact the sponsors, and advocate on behalf of it
regardless of their personal viewpoint, explained Christa Stevenson, an
ESBOCES bilingual resource specialist.

At the first training session held at the Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC)
in Bellport, students met current 6th District Assemblyman Phil Ramos, the
first Latino elected to the Assembly outside of New York City.

Assemblyman Phil Ramos (center) with Eastern Suffolk BOCES students participating in the annual Puerto
Rican/Hispanic Youth Leadership Institute.

Daniel R., Sachem CSD; Richard G., Remsenburg-Speonk
UFSD; Peter M., Patchogue-Medford UFSD; Cindy M., Sachem
CSD; Megan D., Sachem CSD, and Timothy B., Three Village
CSD, enjoy lunch at the Friendly’s Restaurant in Sayville.

Assemblyman Ramos spoke about his experiences as a police officer
and as an elected official and how they have helped him make a
difference in his community. He encourages students to learn the
issues and be positive influences. “You have the ability to give
something positive to your community and this government,” said
Assemblyman Ramos.

The PR/HYLI conference culminates in April as nearly 200 students
from across New York State gather in Albany to participate in a mock
Assembly session, a forum with State legislators, college and career
development workshops, and a scholarship and awards dinner.

One pair of little hands featured a different
color of nail polish on each of the fingers.
Another set of hands proudly displayed
gold and silver glitter on neon orange
polish; the brighter, the better. What all
the preschoolers in the Early Childhood
Education class had in common were
smiles. The youngsters were participating
in A Day of Beauty during Career Month
at Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) in
Bellport and though they may have

entered the cosmetology room a little hesitantly, they were all happy now. “I
love this,” declared one four-year-old as she waited for her nails to dry. “It’s so
pretty. Wait until my mommy sees me.”

A Day of Beauty at BTC involved two career classes merging. In Cosmetology,
where instruction includes hands-on experience in hair shaping, styling, and
chemical services, the class also learns business and salon management. Students
practice on members of the public during the Adult Cosmetology Salon Clinic offered
on Wednesdays and the Senior Cosmetology Salon Clinic available on Fridays.

In Early Childhood Education, students prepare for careers as teachers or child
care providers. They are eligible to earn National Child Development Associate
Credentials (CDA) upon successful completion of two years of study. 

Cosmetology student and Three Village CSD senior Devin says, “I’ve learned
a lot at BTC. Next will be a trade school in the city and I’ll look for a job there.”
When Devin was 10, she and her cousin set up a manicure stand in front of her
home. “I knew back then what I wanted to do,” she comments. Now she
provides professional manicures to her mom.

Cosmetology Students Offer Salon Treatments to Preschoolers

Brittany, a Three Village CSD senior
studying Cosmetology at BTC, polishes the
nails of a very happy Victoria, 3 years old.
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“Crash Vehicle” Promotes Safe Driving
The Hazards of Distracted Driving
On Thursday, February 17, State Farm Insurance representatives Naomi
Johnson, Brian Gill, and Steve Wisotsky donated a 2007 Honda Accord LX to
the Edward J. Milliken Technical Center (MTC) in Oakdale. The vehicle was
totaled in an accident. In an effort to increase awareness about the hazards of
distracted driving, ESBOCES students from seven career programs will use the
totaled car to promote safe driving.

Automotive Technology teacher James Palma contacted State Farm
representative Steve Wisotsky. Mr. Palma said, “Steve made some inquires and
State Farm had a vehicle in their salvage unit that met the criteria of a car the
students needed for their safe driving promotion and offered to donate it.”

Law Enforcement students will conduct mock crime scenes; Audio Production
and Television, Video & Digital Film Production students will create 
Public Service Announcements (PSAs); Visual Communications and

Photography students
will create posters, and
Automotive Technology
students will salvage
parts from the car. 

The 2007 Honda will be
on display for one 
month on the front lawn
of MTC located at 
375 Locust Avenue,
Oakdale. Thereafter, it
will be relocated to the
Brookhaven Technical
Center (BTC) in Bellport. 

Frankie’s Towing of Medford transported the vehicle for free to the ESBOCES
facility and detailed the vehicle.

Staff and students from MTC gather around the “crash vehicle
with State Farm Insurance representatives (pictured right to
left), Naomi Johnson, Brian Gill, and Steve Wisotsky.

Before the break of dawn on
Tuesday, February 15, 2011, 
23 Eastern Suffolk BOCES
volunteers journeyed up to Albany
for BOCES Lobby Day. Their
mission was to put a face and
voice to ESBOCES, and advocate
for the services ESBOCES
provides to students and schools.  

Departure from the Sherwood
Instructional Support Center in Holbrook went smoothly. Dr. Candace White-
Ciraco, director of Planning & Program Improvement, met each volunteer with
a welcoming smile and an invitation to have breakfast. She said, “Thank you all
for volunteering for Lobby Day and being an advocate for ESBOCES. Your
presence in Albany and the information you share with our representatives will
make a difference.” She asked that everyone review the Advocacy 2011
materials, and when visiting each representative, “be brief, be clear, be polite,
and leave each representative on a friendly note.”

The ESBOCES volunteers were prepared to advocate the following points: the
cost-effectiveness of BOCES; retaining the BOCES aid formula; eliminating
the disparity between the public and private excess cost aid formula; authorizing
BOCES to establish a Workers’ Compensation Reserve Fund, and
reimbursement to BOCES for MTA payroll tax payments. 

Volunteers came from the following bargaining units: Administrative/
Supervisory; BEES; CSEA Unit 8768-01, and UPSEU. They were James Beck,
Mario Faulisi, Alan Rios, Ray Stenberg, Fran Nilsen, Cheryl Rosolie, Linda
Dackow, Theresa Cucina-Lane, Lorraine Connor, J.J. Gembinski, Donna Fort-
Brennan, Drew Girolamo, Robin Mealey, Pat Kearns, Geri DePersio, Frank
Fonsetto, Thomas Rosati, Jose Rodriguez, Ryan Case, Patrick Brennan, Bob
DellaRocca, Candace White-Ciraco, and Fran Knoedl. These individuals were
divided into five groups consisting of four to five people. Each group had a
leader, a reporter, and an expediter.

Lobby Day 2011 The groups were scheduled to meet with Senator Lee Zeldin,
Assemblyman Andrew Raia, Senator Owen Johnson, Senator Kenneth
LaValle, Assemblyman Phil Ramos, Assemblyman Fred Thiele,
Assemblyman Philip Boyle, Senator John J. Flanagan, Assemblyman Al
Graf, Assemblyman Steve Englebright, Assemblyman Dan Losquadro,
Assemblyman Dean Murray, and Assemblyman Michael Fitzpatrick. 

The following are some excerpts
from groups:

Group #1 - Assemblymen Fred Thiele 
is a very big supporter of BOCES. 
He agrees that the MTA law is unfair 

and BOCES should be reimbursed for the
MTA Tax. 
Group #2 – Senator Owen Johnson supports
shared services. He thinks they are cost
effective. He supports the needs of all Long
Island and is very supportive of BOCES and the
Workers’ Compensation Reserve Fund.
Group #3 – Assemblyman Dan Losquadro
challenged the group stating that many of the
BOCES services and one-time purchases are
only cheaper after aid is used to offset the costs
of those services and purchases. The group
countered that as an educational service agency, BOCES often provides services that
are significantly more cost effective and offer the best service; everyone benefits.
Group #4 – The group spoke to Ken Maloney on behalf of Assemblyman Dean Murray.
He seemed to be pro-active towards BOCES and was an advocate for sharing services.
He wants to end the MTA tax, working closely to fully repeal it.
Group #5 – Senator Kenneth LaValle was warm and welcoming. He said, “This is the
time for shared services,” [and these services] “cannot be chiseled away.”  He supports
‘mandate relief’ especially for the MTA tax.

Many thanks to all the volunteers for taking the time to advocate, with 
heart-felt dedication, for ESBOCES.

Senator Kenneth LaValle meets with
ESBOCES staff.

ESBOCES staff members meet with Senator Lee Zeldin.


